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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Please amend this application as follows: 

In the Claims; 

Please cancel claims 1-14 without prejudice or disclaimer. 



Please add the following claims: 



22. (new) The method of claim 21 7 wherein said nucleic acid is selected from the group 
consisting of DNA, RNA, mRNA, and cDNA. 

23. (new) The method of claim 21, wherein said DNA is eukaryotic DNA. 

24. (new) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein said hybridization occurs in a molecular 
assay selected from the group consisting of the polymerase chain reaction, ligase 
chain technology test, and a genetic transformation test. 



REMARKS 

Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview at the Patent 
and Trademark Office on February 12, 2002, during which the present case was discussed. 
This preliminary amendment is submitted further to the interview. 

Applicant has amended the claims so as to clarify and more particularly indicate the 
claimed subject matter. Claims 1-14 have been cancelled withoutprejudi.ee or disclaimer, as 
these claims are pending in U.S. Application No. 09/882 7 871 . The amendment is made for the 
sole purpose of expediting prosecution. Support for new claims 22-24 may be found, e,g., at 
page 4, last paragraph. No new matter is added. Accordingly, claims 15-24 are in the case. 

i 

On the basis of the foregoing amendments, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
pending claims are in condition for allowance. If there arc any questions regarding these 
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Applicant(s): Tony Baker 
Appl'n No. 09/305,785 

V 

amendments and remarks, the Examiner is encouraged to contact Applicant's attorney at the 
telephone number provided below. 



Certificate of Facsimile Transmission 

\ hereby certify that this paper or fee is being 
facsimile transmitted to Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on: 



February 1 3, 2002 




Respectfully s 




tfcholas P. Triano III, Reg. No. 36,397 
Attorney for Applicant 

MTNTZ, LEVIN, COIIN, FERRIS, GLOVSKY 

and POPEO, P.C. 

One Financial Center 

Boston, Massachusetts 021 1 1 

Tel: (617) 542-6000 

Fax: (617) 542-2241 



-2- 



coo® 



NIA31 ZXNIK 



TVZZ ZtQ XVd 6C:ST Z0/SZ/Z0 





Mint z "Levin 
Cohn Ferris 

Glovskyand 

Popeo PC 



Boston 
Nc& York 
Rtston 
Washington 
New Haven 



Fax Cover Sheet 



Date: February 25, 2002 



From: 



Nicholas P. Triano, TIJ, Esq. 
Direct Dial 617 348 4774 
wpfrf awo@mintz.com 



To: 



One Financial Center 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 
617 542 6000 
617 542 2241 fax 
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Examiner Jehanne Souaya 


(703) 308-6565 


(703) 305-3014 


Art Unit 1655 






U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 







Message: 

In accordance with our conversation today, attached is a courtesy copy of the Preliminary 
Amendment that was faxed on February 13, 2002. 



Nicholas P. Triano, III. Esq. 



We are sending a total of ^ pages, including this cover sheet 



Please call us at 617 654 8024, if you experience any problems. 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED TN THIS FAX IS INTENDED FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE ADDRESSEE AND MAY CONTAIN 
CONFIDENTIAL OR PRIVILEGED INFORMATION. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT 
ANY FORM OR DISSEMINATION OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF THIS FAX WAS SENT IN ERROR 
PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US BY PHONE. 
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